The Nebraska Rainfall Assessment
and Information Network — or NeRAIN
for short and pronounced as “AnyRain?”
began in Nebraska in 2004.

NeRAIN is a network of just under
1,000 active volunteers who donate a few
minutes each day to observe and record the
rain and snow amounts that occur at their
station. Volunteers are provided a four-
inch diameter rain gauge approved by the
National Weather Service, trained in proper
measurement techniques and locating rain
gauge sites for maximum exposure, and
how to submit their precipitation observa-
tions. The results are entered directly into
a website developed by and housed at the
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
that’s available for viewing and analysis
immediately. Other organizations support-
ing NeRAIN include the state’s natural

resources districts, University of Nebraska—

Lincoln Extension and the Nebraska Envi-
ronmental Trust Fund.
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