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KANSAS-NEBRASKA BIG BLUE RIVER COMPACT ADMINISTRATION 
Treasurer's Report 

Hay 18, 1995 

Balance on hand July 1, 1994: 
Income so far this Fiscal Year: 

state Assessments 
Interest Earned 

Funds available S9 far this Fiscal Year: 
Expendi tures so far this Fiscal Year: 

Balance on hand as of Hay 18, 1995: 

Estimated expenditures for ranaining of Fiscal Year 1995: 

Treasurer's Bond 
Postage and Office Supplies 
Secretary t s travel expenses 
U. S. Geological SUrvey 
Secretary and Treasurer Honorarium 
Annual Audit 

Total esti..nated adeli tional expend! tures: 

Balance on hand as of Hay 18, 1995: 
Estimated additional interest earned: 
Estimated additional expend! tures: 

Estimated balance CI'l June 30, 1995: 

2 

S17 .534.68 

14,000.00 
381.11 

31,915.79 
3,239.50 

S28,676.29 

$ 100.00 
75.00 

200.00 
7,355.00 
1,200.00 

500.00 

S9,430.00 

$28,676.29 
74.14 

9,430.00 

$19,320.43 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

To the Chairman 
Kansas-Nebraska Big Blue River 

Compact Administration 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Kansas-Nebraska Big 
Blue River Compact Administration, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1995, 
as listed in the contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of 
the Administration's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on 
these financial statements based on our audit. The financial statements of 
Kansas-Nebraska Big Blue River Compact Administration as of June 30, 1994, were 
audited by other auditors whose report dated April 20, 1995, expressed an 
unqualified opinion on these statements. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstate­
ment. An audit consists of examining. on a test basis, evidence supporting ~he 
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 
We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects. the financial position of the Kansas-Nebraska Big Blue River 
Compact Administration as of June 30. 1995. and the results of its operations for 
the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

~,~ 
Lincoln. Nebraska 
~ay 13. 1996 



~~SAS-NEBRASKA BIG BLUE RIVER COMPACT ADMINISTRATION 

BALANCE SHEETS 

June 30, 

ASSETS 

Cash in bank 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

Deferred revenue (Note B) 7,000 

Fund balance 

Total liabilities and fund balance 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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~~SAS·NEBRASKA BIG BLUE RIVER COMPACT ADMI~ISTRATION 

STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND C~~GES 
IN FUND BAlANCE 

Revenues 
Kansas 
Nebraska 
Interest 

Total revenues 

Operating expenditures 

Year ended June 30, 

Surface and ground water investigations 
Staff travel 
Auditing and accounting services 
Printing annual report 
Fidelity bond 
Secretary - Treasurer services 
Office supplies and postage 
Miscellaneous 

Total operating expenditures 

Excess of revenues over expenditures 

Fund balance. beginning of year 

Fund balance, end of year 

1995 

$ 7,000 
7,000 
-ill 
~ 

10.520 
69 

500 
74 

100 
1.200 

54 

---
ll....lli 

1,905 

~ 

$ 19 439 

1994 

$ 6,000 
6,000 
~ 
12 448 

10,140 
87 

500 
113 
100 

1,200 
36 

---
ll......l1.§. 

272 

~ 

$~ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 



KANSAS-NEBRASKA BIG BLUE RIVER COMPACT ADMINISTRATION 

STATEMENTS OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES 
IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET AND ACTUAL 

Year ended June 30, 

1992 
Variance 
Favorable 

Budget Actual (Unfavorable) 

Revenues 
Kansas $ 7,000 $ 7,000 $ 
Nebraska 7,000 7,000 
Interest --iQQ --.ltll ---'1!) 

Total revenues li....2QQ l!t....!ill -ill) 

Operating expenditures 
Surface and ground 

water investigations 10,820 10,520 300 
Water quality comm. 2,000 2,000 
Staff travel 200 69 131 
Auditing and accounting 

services 500 500 
Printing annual report 125 74 51 
Fidelity bond 100 100 
Secretary - Treasurer 

services 1,400 1,200 200 
Office supplies and 

postage 75 54 21 
Miscellaneous --lQ.Q --1QQ 

Total operating ---
expenditures ll...l2..Q ll....llI Llli 

Excess of revenues 
over expenditures 
( deficit) (820) 1,905 2,725 

Fund balance, beginning 
of year .lL...lli ~ ---

$ 

Fund balance. end of year $ 16 714 $ l.2...!!ll $ l.lll $ 

1994 

Actual 

6,000 
6,000 
~ 
ll...l!:!!.8. 

10,140 

87 

SOO 
113 
100 

1,200 

36 

---
ll...lZ..2. 

272 

lL..ill 

17,534 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements. 
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KA.'lSAS-~E8RASKA BIG BLt:E RIVER COMPACT ADMDIISTRATIO~ 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

June 30, 1995 and 1994 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The Kan:as-Nebraska Big Blue River Compact Administration (the Administra­
tion) is an interstate administrative agency established, upon adoption of 
rules and regulations pursuant to Article III (3,4) of the Kansas-Nebraska 
Big Blue River Compact on April 24, 1973, to administer the Compact. 

The accounting policies of the Administration conform to generally accepted 
accounting principles as appli~able'to governments, The following is a 
summary of the more significant policies. 

1. Basis of Accountinl 

The general fund of the Administration is a governmental fund. Governmen­
tal fund types use the flow of current financial resources measurement 
focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified 
accrual basis of accounting revenues are recognized when susceptible to 
accrual. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is 
incurred. 

NOTE B - DEFERRED REVENUE 

During fiscal year 1994, the Administration received a pre-payment of dues 
from the State of Nebraska in the amount of $7,000. 



MINUTES OF 
KANSAS-NEBRASKA BIG BLUE RIVER COMPACT ADMINISTRATION 

TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 

Call to Order 

The Kansas-Nebraska Big Blue River Compact Administration 
annual meeting was held May 18, 1995, in the Third Floor 
Conference Room of the Kansas Department of Agr icul ture, 
Topeka, KS. The meeting was calleJ to order at 8:55 a.m. by 
Vincent Dreeszen, Compact Chairman. 

Introductions and Announcements 

Introductions of attendees were made. Those in attendance 
were: 

Vincent Dreeszen 
Michael Jess 
David Pope 
Denise Rolfs 
Barbara Hasterlo 
Don Blankenau 
Keith Paulsen 
Bob Lytle 
Dale Lambley 
James Bagley' 
Leland Rolfs 
Dale Mahan 
Glen E. lUrk 
Glenn B. Engel 
Mike Pope 
Walt Aucott 
David Clabaugh 

Compact Chairman, Lincoln 
Nebraska Commissioner, Lincoln 
Kansas Commissioner, Topeka 
Compact Treasurer, Topeka 
Compact Secretary, Lincoln 
Nebraska Dept. of Water Resources, Lincoln 
Nebraska Dept. of Water Resources, Lincoln 
Kansas Dept. of Agriculture, Topeka 
Kansas Dept. of Agriculture, Topeka 
Kansas Dept. of Agriculture, Topeka 
Kansas Dept. of Agriculture, Topeka 
Kansas Dept. of Agriculture, Topeka 
Kansas Water Office, Topeka 
U.S. Geological Survey, Lincoln 
U.S. Geological Survey, Lawrence 
U.S. Geological Survey, Lawrence 
Lower Big Blue Natural Resources District, 
Beatrice 

Kansas Representative Anna Mae Shaffer and Nebraska Representa­
tive Ken Reiger were unable to attend the meeting. 

Minutes of the 1994 Meeting 

Chairman Dreeszen stated that the minutes for the last 
annual meeting had been reviewed and signed by both states anc 
distributed. There being no additions or corrections, the: 
minutes stood approved as read. 
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Report of the Chairman 

Chairmen Dreeszen reflected on the history of the Blue 
River Basin Compact, along with his personal involvement as a 
member of the University of Nebraska Conservation and Survey 
Division during the early 1960'-;, when the Compact was being 
formed. 

Kansas Report 

Commissioner Pope first reported on the U. S. Supreme 
Court case of Kansas v Colorado, inVOlving the Arkansas River 
Compact. The Court unanimously upheld the report of the 
Special Master presiding over the case, and supported Kansas' 
primary complaint that post-compact ground water usage has 
affected the flows of the Arkansas River. Al though Kansas 
was pleased wi th the ruling, Colorado prevai led on other 
smaller aspects brought forth in the case. The case was 
remanded back to the Special Master to deal with the Remedies 
and Damages Phase. It must be determined how to prevent 
future violations of the Compact and determine the damages 
for past violations. 

Next, Pope reported on the water related legislative 
acti vi ty during the last year, and noted that it was not 
particularly active. However, there were a few other pieces 
of legislation that affected his office, one of which was 
Senate Bill 2588 which created the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture. Pope explained this legislation was in response 
to a federal court decision rendered a few years ago that 
declared the election of members of the previous State Board 
of Agriculture unconstitutional. The result of this bill was 
a restructuring of the agency. Pope reported that Allice A. 
Devine has been confirmed as the Secretary and will serve on 
the Governor' s cabinet. The Secretary of the Department is 
now appointed by the Governor from a list of nominees 
submi tted by an advisory board. The Secretary is a cabinet 
member appointee, and is SUbject to Senate confirmation. The 
Chief Engineer of the Division of Water Resources, Kansas 
Department of Agriculture, will cont inue his statutory 
responsibilities. 

A second piece of legislation approved in the Kansas 
Legislature was House Bill 2015, the Private Property 
Protection Act. This was the result of two years of study 
and consideration addressing the concerns raised about 
whether certain actions by state government, carried out 
during regulatory activities, were resulting in unlawful 
takings of private property. A similar bill was passed last 
year but was later vetoed by then Governor Finney. Newly 
elected Governor Bill Graves was more supportive of the bill 
and worked actively with the legislature to create a bill 
acceptable to everyone. The bill defines what a taking is, 
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and establishes guidelines in accordance with the Attorney 
General's office. The bill shifts the burden of proof 
regarding private property rights from the private citizen to 
the State. It now is the State's obligation to demonstrate 
that its actions do not constitute a taking. The intent is 
to prevent unwarranted tak ings, and if it is deemed to be in 
the public interest to do so, compensation will be provided. 
There is also a provision in the bill requiring all agencies 
to review their existing rules and regulations, and repeal or 
modify those found to be adverse to the public interest. 

Another bill directly related to water was House Bill 
2476 requiring the operators of sand and gravel pi ts to 
report any time they intersect the ground water tab,le to the 
Division of Water Resources. Operators are required to 
report eXisting and proposed operations, and pay the water 
protection fee required by the state water' plan. The fee is 
based upon the amount of evaporation. The evaporation is 
exempt from the provisions of the water appropriation act but 
operators are not exempt from needing a permit for their 
hydraulic dredging operation. The Division reta~ns 
jurisdiction if a problem with impairment or if a confl1ct 
between water users arises. Pope stated H.B. 2476 was passed 
in order to resolve a conflict that existed for several years 
as to whether the sand and gravel industry was subject to the 
water appropriation act. The operator's primary concern was 
that in fully appropriated areas of the state, they would be 
required to obtain or purchase existing water rights in order 
to cover their evaporative losses resulting from exposing the 
ground water table. 

Pope moved on to discuss the administrative activities 
that have occurred during the last year, one of ~hich 
addressed the processing of new applications in a more t:m7ly 
matter. He stated that progress has been made in exped1t1ng 
the processing time of new applications from over one year to 
under 90 days. The field offices are handling certain types 
of applications which has resulted in greater efficiency. 
Governor Graves directed all state agencies to honor a 
moratorium on all new rules an'd regulations until July 1, 
1996. In addition, each state agency is to review the rules 
it has adopted and determine if it is necessary to carr·y out 
the intent of the law. Pope discussed new rules and 
regulations establishing a safe yield standard for areas of 
the state that do not have explicit rules setting fort.h tJ:1e 
amount of water available for appropriations. Analysls 1S 
required in determining whether there is' sufficient wa~er 
available in an area to satisfy existing, vested and prlor 
appropriation rights, as well as new appropriation rights for 
the long term future. Recharge to the area, along wi th the 
interrelationship of surface water and ground water, are 
considered in the analysis to determine whether a ne~ 
appropriation can be approved. The result has been tighter 
standards for new ground wa ter and surf ace wa ter 
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appropriations in most of the state. Some surface water is 
available during high flows, or for storage during off season 
use, he said. A second new set of rules and regulations sets 
forth a standard for changes made to existing water rights. 
New standards for changes from one use to another were 
established. Their intent is to prevent an increase in 
consumptive use in order to prevent increased demands on the 
local water supply. Similar new standards were also 
established for changes in the place of use. Only minor 
increases in irrigated acreage are allowed unless reductions 
in gross di versions are made to prevent an increase in 
consumptive use. 

Pope concluded his report by mentioning that as of 
May 17, 1995, the runoff conditions in the Big Blue River 
system resulted in Tuttle Creek Reservoir rising 20 feet into 
the flood P?Ol. Substantial releases are being made from 
storage ranglng from 13,000 to 15,000 CUbic feet per second. 
This is the same situation existing at many other reservoir 
systems in the Nebraska-Kansas region. 

Bob Lytle reported that Kansas representa ti ve, Anna Mae 
Shaffer of Marysvi lle, has expressed an in terest in 
continuing her service as the ci tizen representative for 
Kansas. Her term expired on April 25, 1995. A replacement 
had not yet been announced as of this meeting. 

Nebraska Report 

Commissioner Jess began by first reporting on interstate 
litigati,on issues between Nebraska, Wyoming, Colorado, and 
the Unl ted States, in a case involving the North Platte 
River. After waiting several months since oral argument on 
various cla ims and cross-claims, a rul ing was expected soon. 
In addition, considerable time has been spent in negotiating 
a settlement with Wyoming. 

Turning to water administration activities, Jess 
referred to the Ground Wa ter Control Area in the Upper Big 
Blue Natural Resources District. The NRD adopted rules and 
regulations which have proved effective during the last 
several years. The water table rate of d~cl ine has 
decreased, and area observa tion wells indicate the wa ter 
table has risen due to the heavy precipitation. 

Jess reported Governor Nelson had establ ished an 
oversight group to review and determine whether particular 
rules and regulations in Nebraska can be eliminated. Unlike 
Kansas, however, no moratorium is in place. A statute was 
er:act.ed which a~lows persons potentially impacted by rules to 
ald 1n developlng necessary new rules. Jess commented his 
Department has not had a need to promulgate a significant 
number of rules during the last few years. 
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Don Blankenau reported that the legislative activity 
that had the most profound effect on the Department was the 
budget, For a time. staff cuts of up to ten percent were 
being contemplated. In the end. however. the amounts 
approved were equal to those requested, 

Legislative Bill 108, the so-called Integrated Ground 
Water and Surface Water Management Bill. was introduced this 
year. The Water Counci 1 created by Governor Nelson 
originally drafted the bill. It expresses their final 
recommendations in dealing with conjunctive use issues in 
Nebraska. Following the Legisla ti ve hear ing, it was placed 
on hold for further review and refinement. It is anticipated 
the bill will be pursued in earnest next year. 

Legislative Bill 251 was passed and deals with 
uncertainties concerning transportation of ground water off 
one person's property for use on that of another. Blankenau 
explained that present confusion stems from Nebraska common 
law. Wi thout permission contained in a permi t or license, an 
authority which had not been created by the Legislature, m?st 
users were left wi thout a means to obtain official sanction 
from state or local authorities. As a general authority for 
agriculture uses, LB 251 would authorize such transfers. In 
the event of possible injury, recourse would be initiated by 
reporting the incident to the local NRD. In turn, the NRD 
would conduct a factual investigation. If acceptable 
accommodations cannot be arranged, the matter would be turned 
over t::> the Department of Water Resources for a hearing, 
determination, and ruling. 

Legislative Bill 871, originally dealing with the 
overhauling of state instream flow laws, was introduced by 
Senator Owen Elmer who represents much of the Republi 7an 
River Basin. After adoption Of general amendments, the blll 
now puts a hold on the approval of most new water rights 
until January 1, 1997. The bill also gives authorization to 
the local NRD's to require installation of meters on all 
ground water wells. 

Kei th Paulsen reported that in 1994, there were no 
requests for regulation to assure minimum flows in the Blue 
River Basin for the benefit of Kansas, as required by the 
Compact. He further reported that the Department is 
currently conducting cancellation proceedings on a small 
group of irrigation rights on the upper end of the Big Blue 
Basin. Potentially affected are 7 cfs on approximately 500 
to 600 acres. 

Dave Clabaugh, Lower Big Blue NRD, reported that a 
Special Protection and Ground Water Management Area w1.ll be 
in effect beginning in 1996 for lands within the LB3:lRD 
district boundaries. Plans have been made to meet with the 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to reviev available 
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options. Following a public hearing scheduled (or later this 
ye3r, the NRD board will design actions to be taken for the 
Grour.d Water Management Area. 

Mike Onnen, Manager, Little Blue NRD, was not in 
attendance at the meeting, however, he did provide a written 
report. A copy is contained within Exhibit K and is included 
in the Twenty-Second Annual Report. 

Following the Nebraska report, Pope inquired of Jess and 
Blankenau if they felt LB 871 would be passed by the 
Nebraska Legislature. Blankenau said he felt optimistic the 
bill would pass before the Legislature adjourns for 1995. 

Dreeszen inquired if the bill includes a provision for 
meters being required within the NRDts. Blankenau responded, 
yes. 

Federal Agency Report 

Glenn Engel, U.S. Geological Survey, reported the Survey 
is operating two stream-flow gaging stations for the Compact 
Administration: The Big Blue River at Barneston, Nebraska 
and the Little Blue River near Hollenberg, Kansas. The dail; 
discharge records were computed at the two sites. Data 
loggers were installed in 1988 and are being maintained for 
remote query of gage heights by telephone and computer. 

Low-f low measurements or inspect ions of zero f low were 
made at sites in the Big Blue River Basin and in the Little 
Blue River Basin in June, 1994, and October, 1994. He noted 
measurements were made in June due to the higher than normal 
flows recorded in October, 1993. 

The average daily discharge of the Big Blue River at 
Barneston for the 1994 water year was 791 cfs, as compared to 
the average discharge for the 1993 water year of 2,781 cfs 
and compared to the average discharge for the period of 
record (1933-93) of 864 cfs. The minimum daily discharge 
during water year 1994 was 196 cfs on April 28, 1994. Daily 
flows were not less than' the Compact flow schedule for any 
day, May through September. The minimum flow during these 
months was 241 cfs on September 22. 

The average daily discharge of the Little Blue River 
near Hollenberg, Kansas for water year 1994 was 420 cfs, as 
compared to the average discharge for the 1993 water year of 
1,891 cfs, and compared to the average discharge for the 
period of record (1975-93) of 584 cfs. The minimum daily 
discharge during water year 1994 was 121 cfs on September 21, 
1994, therefore, da i ly f lows were not less than the Compact 
flo. schedule for any day, May through September. 
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The daily records (or the two gaging stations and the 
hydrographs of the two ground water observation wells in Gage 
and Jefferson Counties in Nebraska were provided to the 
Compact's Engineering Commi ttee. Current stage-discharge 
rating tables for the two stream gages and tables of annual 
mean flows for the 'gaging stations since 1970 were also 
provided. 

The estimate of the Compact Administration's share of 
the cost to operate the two stream-flow gaging stations for 
the per iod July I, 1996 to June 30, 1997, and the cost for 
doing another low-flow measurement run during 1996 were given 
to the Budget Committee. 

Pope inquired what the results were from the low-f low 
measurements taken. Engel responded that June was higher than 
October, and that the Engineering Committee would further 
address the issue. 

Secretary's Report 

Barbara Hasterlo inquired if everyone had signed the 
sign-up sheet that was distributed prior to the meeting. She 
asked those wishing to receive future meeting minutes to 
provide her mailing addresses. A copy of the current mailing 
list was distributed, and members were asked to advise her of 
any updates, deletions or additions to the list. 

Commissioner Pope noted the official name of the Kansas 
State Board of Agriculture is now the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture. 

Treasurer's Report 

Denise Rolfs distributed a status report of the 
Administration accounts. There were no unusual bills or 
income received, nor unusual expenses incurred during the 
fiscal period, she said. 

Copies of the Fiscal Year 1995 Treasurer's report as of 
May 18, 1995, were distributed showing the following: 

F~nds Available • • • • . . • . • 
Total Expenditures •.••.••••• 
Balance on hand as of May 18, 1995 • 
Estimated Additional FY95 Expenses .. 
Estimated Additional Interest Income . 
Estimated Balance on June 30, 1995 . 

$ 31,915.79 
3,239.50 

28,676.29 
9,430.00 

74.14 
. $ 19,320.43 

Rolfs stated that for FY94, the audit had been completed 
and was printed in the Twenty-First Annual Report. 
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Rolfs mentioned a letter had been received from Commerce 
Bank and Trust where the Compact Administration funds are 
held. The bank inquired about the Compact's tax status; 
whether it was non-profit, and what type of organization it 
is due to IRS rulings. She turned the letter over to the 
chairman of the Legal Committee. 

Lastly, Rolfs sa id Compact aud i tors have requested a 
copy of the approved minutes be provided at the time of the 
annual audit. She stated that after 'further discussion with 
the Secretary, a maj or attempt wi 11 be made to get the 
minutes completed and approved prior to September 1. Thi s 
would enable the audi t to be performed in the early fall and 
printing of the annual report much earlier. 

Leland Rolfs, Chairman, Legal Commi ttee, commented on 
the letter ,received from Commerce Bank & Trust. He stated 
that from the IRS's perspective, the Compact is a non-profit 
organization. The letter concerned whether interest may be 
paid and whether the Compact would have a tax obligation. 
Several attempts to contact the IRS proved unsuccessful, but 
Rolfs said he intends pursuing resolution of the issue. He 
said the Compact may need to file an additional IRS form 
stating its non-profit status. 

Jess moved to receive the Treasurer's Report. Pope 
seconded the motion. Dreeszen declared the MOTION PASSED. 

Engineering Co .. ittee Report 

Copies of the Engineering Commi ttee Report were 
distributed. A copy of the report is contained within 
Exhibits A through J and is included in the Twenty-Second 
Annual Report. 

Lytle reported that there were no special assignments or 
proj ects to undertake, therefore, no personal meetings were 
held. A telephone conference call was conducted on Hay 4 to 
discuss the content of the report distributed. 

Lytle also reported the state-line flow measurements 
made by USGS met the requirements of the Compact. Compared to 
1993, he said river flows were much more manageable. 

The exhibits attached to the Engineering Committee 
Report identified as A,B, & C, show the flow data that Engel 
discussed in his report. Exhibits D & E are the hydrographs 
that he also commented on. Lytle felt the hydrographs were 
an accurate representation of the climatic events that 
occurred within the basin during the last year. Exhibit F is 
a listing of the water level measurements the Lower Big Blue 
NR:) provides. 
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Lytle discussed Exhibits G and H of the Engineering 
Committee report which are listings of the wells within the 
Big Blue and Little Blue regulatory areas. There was one new 
well registered in the Big Bl ue regula tory area. Also, the 
seepage run data provided by USGS was discussed. It was 
indicated that two sets of measurements were made in 1994, 
one of which was intended to mak~ up for a previously 
postponed effort. 

Responding to Pope's earlier inquiry about the:: 
implications of the low-floW me.surement data, Lytle said the 
readings indicate the rivers are gaining. However, it was 
noted on Exhibit J, Little Blue Seepage data, that four of 
the six seepage runs reflect a decrease in flow - between 
Steele Ci ty and Hollenberg. In seeking a poss ible cause, 
Lytle inquired whether there are large capacity users within 
that reach. The response was that there were none. 

Engel commented on the slight declines but he did not 
have an explanation. He suggested-further investigations and 
measurements be taken in an effort to get a better 
understanding. 

Paulsen commented that similar experiences in loss of 
flows had occurred on nearby Rose Creek. 

Pope questioned the water level measurements noted on 
Page 2 of the Engineering Coromi ttee report. He referred to 
the reported 76 ground water level measurements made by the 
Big Blue NRD. Claybaugh clarified that it should read Lower 
Big Blue NRD. 

Pope addi tionally requested clari f ication on the number 
of wells and the number of measurements made at each well. 
In response, Clabaugh said there were 76 measurements made at 
34 wells. Each of' the 34 wells was measured in the spring 
and fall, and eight of the 34 wells were measured again in 
the summer, for a total of 76. . 

Pope noted the Committee made reference to measurements 
made ln 1994. It was said the water table averaged 
approximately two feet lower than the 1993 data measurements, 
but one to two feet higher than in 1992. He felt t~e,num~ers 
were not consistent and requested further clarlflcatlon. 
Lytle responded by saying tha t on the average, the 19?4 
levels were down one to two feet as compared to the levels ln 
1993, due to that year's heavy precipitation. Although th~ 
levels are down in 1994, they sti 11 remain one to two feet. 
higher than those of 1992. 

A motion was made by Jess that the Engineering Committee 
Report be received. Pope seconded the motion. Dreeszen 
declared the MOTION PASSED. 
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Pope brought forward a suggestion for the Engineering 
Committee. As a special assignment, he requested the 
Comm! ttee research the various reports and avai lable records 
and create a database of historical ground water level 
information. The focus of attention should be the reach in 
Nebraska where ground wa ter use can be regula ted to assure 
flows at the state boundary. 

Lytle inquired what time frame the effort would 
encompass. Ideally, Pope suggested "pre-development" 
conditions be quantified. The year 1962 was mentioned. 
Graphics would not be necessary, but developing a spreadsheet 
would be sufficient, he said. 

Paulsen requested clarification on the geographic area. 
Should the focus be only the regulatory reach of the Big Blue 
River, he inq'uired. P0t:e stated the study should cover the 
valleys of both the Little Blue and Big Blue Rivers. 

Jess summarized that the Administration is looking for 
the Commi ttee to develop a database for pre-development and 
present water table conditions in the regulatory reaches. 

Pope moved to assign 
proj ~ct. Jess seconded the 
MOTION PASSED. 

the Engineer ing Commi l tee thi s 
motion. Dreeszen declared the 

Water Quality Committee Report 

Copies 
distributed. 

of the Water Quality Committee Report 
A copy has been included in Exhibit L. 

were 

Dale Lambley reported on the acti vi ties of the 
Committee. Members have divided into groups consisting of 
the agency personnel, extension service personnel, and the 
Grain, Sorghum, and Corn Producer's association's in Kansas 
and Nebraska. 

The Corn and Grain Sorghum Producer's association's have 
vol unteered to take the lead in a Grower Outreach Program. 
Lambley related that the effort in developing this pesticide 
stewardship has received strong support from EPA Region 7, as 
well as from manufacturers of triazine products. Working 
relationships within the Committee and various agency staff 
in both states was termed excellent. 

Efforts during this past year were directed toward 
agricultural producers. Two primary steps were taken. First, 
in January, 1995, mailing to grovers in the Basin, a 
management package which identified particular herbicides and 
pesticides of most concern in the Blue River Basin. Second, 
during February, 1995, training sessions in both states were 
provided. 
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Next, Lambley reported on the grants and funding 
progress. In September, 1994 I the Nebraska and Kansas 
Department's of Agriculture submitted an Environmental 
Technology Grant (ETI) to the EPA. The grant was for a 
$ 180,000 educational support program in the Blue River Basin 
proposal. In response, the EPA indicated the entire amount 
was not available. Further discussions are expected, Lambley 
said. 

Pope inquired if the grower meetings were well attended 
in both states. Clabaugh reported good turnouts. 

Pope also inquired if the monitoring program would be a 
significant area of emphasis in each state next year. 
Lambley responded affirmatively and said getting a current 
farmer practices survey completed was also important. 

Jess inquired if the Committee members will continue to 
pay for their own expenses. Lambley responded, yes. 

Jess moved to receive 
report. Pope seconded the 

the Water 
motion. 

Quality Committee's 
Dreeszen declared the 

MOTION PASSED. 

BUdget Committee 

Copies of the projected 
through 1997 were distributed. 
contained within Exhibit M. 

budget for fiscal 
A copy of the 

year 1996 
report is 

Lytle reported the Compact was fortunate to have a 
heal thy budget. Also to be noted, the honorar i ums for the 
secretary and treasurer will increase $ 100.00 effective in 
fiscal year 1996. 

Blankenau questioned the $ 500.00 annual audit fee and 
whether it was an appropriate amount, given the minimal 
number of checking account transactions that take place 
dur ing the year. He suggested further researching the cost 
of the annual audit to find a smaller fee. Denise Rolfs 
responded that the last time bids on the annual audit were 
taken was in 1988, Three bids were received and the lowest 
bidder was chosen. Seven years ago, the cos twas $ 400.00. 
It was decided that the Budget Committee would work with the 
Treasurer in obtaining bids for preparing the annual audit. 

Pope observed the state assessments increased $ 2,000.00 
during Fiscal Year 1995. He questioned whether it was 
necessary to maintain the assessments at the current level. 
In his remarks, he referred to a lar;e carry-over. 

Jess noted the annual assessment was 
sta te. He agreed the carry-over exceeded 
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$ 7,000.00 per 
one year's annual 



expenses. With reference to the Water Quality Committee, he 
went on to point out the customary existence of carry-over 
funds allowed a timely response to new respons ibi 1 i ties. 
Rather than second guess its efforts, Jess suggested the 
Budget Commi t tee review the magn i tude of carry-over amoun ts 
for future years. 

Pope agreed in being content with the present carry-over 
amount and expressed concerns that the amount not build 
indefinitely. He further inquired of Lambley what the 
chances were of the EPA funding the Water Quali ty Moni toring 
Program. In response, he said it is still not known what the 
EPA's final decision will be. Lambley said the Committee 
will continue to explore other avenues of funding in the 
meantime. 

As folIo" up to a question raised by Lambley, Denise 
Rolfs inquired about where to temporarily deposit possible 
grant funds. Lambley reported amounts being pursued were 
$ 180 I 000 for the Education Program and as much as $ 200,000 
for the Water Quality Program. Citing flexibility and 
simplicity, Pope favored using Compact accounts. Jess 
expressed concern for holding funds in the Compact' s account 
while retaining its status in the eyes of the IRS. 

Should grant monies be awarded, he urged the Water 
Qual i ty and Budget commi ttees work jointly to recommend 
necessary amendments to the Commissioners' budget. Following 
that, and if the Chairman wishes, a special meeting could be 
called for purposes of amending the budget. Pope generally 
agreed and no further discussion fOllowed. 

Pope moved to receive the FY 1997 proposed budget and 
assessments as proposed. Jess seconded the motion. Dreeszen 
declared the MOTION PASSED. 

Old Business 

None 

New Business 

None 

The next annual meeting was tentati vely scheduled for 
May 30, 1996, in Topeka. Commi ttee membership for the 
upcoming year was discussed with persons assigned as follows: 

Budget Committee: 

Legal Committee: 

Bob Lytle, Chairperson 
Don Blankenau 
Leland Rolfs, Chairperson 
Don Blankenau 
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Engineering Committee: 

Water Quality Committee: 

Bob Lytle, Chairperson 
Dale Mahan 
Ann Bleed 
Keith Paulsen 

Dale Lambley, Chairperson 
Ron Fox 
Glen Kirk 
Denis Blank 
Pat RicE 
Mike Linder 

There being no further busin£ss, 
adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m .. Chairman. Dreeszen 

/') 
; , 

t..- >/tI'"l.. .}-1 

Vin'Cent Dreeszen, '"Compact Chai,. man 
(presiding at the 1995 meeting) 

Clayton Lukow 
(new Compact Chairman) 

21 



EXHIBITS A - J 

REPORT OF THE ENGINEERING COMMITTEE 
TO 

KANSAS-NEBRASKA BIG BLUE COMPACT ADMINISTRATION 
MAY 19. 1994 - MAY 17.1995 

The Engineering Committee did not meet during the past year, however a 
telephone conference call was held on May 4. 1995 to discuss the Committee's Report. 
The Engineering Committee did not receive any' special assignments from the Compact 
Administration. 

The 1994 data collection per agreement with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
and the Lower Big Blue Natural Resources District was completed and is attached to 
this report and identified as follows: 

EXHIBITS 

A 1994 USGS daily discharge record, Big Blue River, Barneston, NE 
B. 1994 USGS daily discharge record, little Blue River, Hollenberg, KS . 
C. Monthly mean discharges from the Big Blue at Barneston 1970-1994; Little 

Blue River at Hollenberg 1974 - 1994 
D. USGS groundwater level hydrograph, Gage County, NE 
E. USGS groundwater level hydrograph, Jefferson County, NE 
F. Groundwater level data collected by the Lower Big Blue Natural Resource 

District 
G. list of wells located in the Big Blue regulatory well area 
H. List of wells located in the Little Blue regulatory well area 
I. USGS Big Blue River seepage data 
J. USGS little Blue River seepage data 

REVIEW OF FLOW RECORPS 

During the 1994 water year (October 1, 1993 thru September 30, 1994) the mean 
daily streamflow at the Barneston Gaging Station on the Big Blue River and at the 
Hollenberg Gaging Station on the little Blue River was above the target values 
established by the compact. Exhibits A and B show the daily discharge measurements 
for the two gages. 

CONTRACT WITH U S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

The U.S. Geological Survey forwarded an agreement with the Big Blue River 
Compact Administration for funding of two state-line gages on the Big Blue River at 
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Bame.ston and the little Blue River at Hollenberg and for low flow measurements on 
both fivers for the period July 1, 1995 to June 30, 1996 to the Kansas Division of Water 
R~sources, The agreement for these services of $9,680 was found to be consistent 
Wlth ,the proposed 1996 budget, and was therefore sent to Chairman Vincent Dreeszen 
for s~gnature. The Engineering Committee recommends that the U.S.G.S. continue to 
prOVide these services for the Compact Administration. 

MONITORING GROUNDWATER LEVELS 

A total of 76 groundwat~r level ~easurements (Exhibit F) were made during the 
1994 calendar year by the Big Blue River Natural Resource District at a cost to the 
Admini~tration of $15 per measurement. The 1994 measurements were on the average 
appro~lmately 2 feet lower than the 1993 measurements, but still approximately 1 to 2 
feet higher than the 1992 levels. 

REGULATORY WEll AREA 

There was one new well registered during 1994 in the Big Blue River regulatory 
area. A listing of the wells in the Big and Little Blue River regulatory areas are shown 
on exhibits G and H. The newwe/l is identified on exhibit G as #G-81769. The 
groundwater regulatory maps have been updated accordingly. 

LOW STREAMFLOW MEASUREMENTS 

The USGS was unable to coiled low flow measurements during the fall of 1993 
because of the unusually high flows at that time. As was agreed at the 1994 compact 
meeting in Lincoln, during 1994 low flow measurements were made on June 16 and 
June 17, and on October 24. (See exhibits I and J.) 

?J'~~~~. 
Robert F. Lytle, Jr., Cha4rinan 
Kansas 

~L 
Dale P. Mahan 
Kansas 
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~a~ 
Keith A Paulsen 
Nebraska 

() ~ l:C > I' 'i'LfLtcC 
Ann S. Bleed 
Nebraska 
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, .b Merell Apt II 

321.6 346.6 
159.6 125.6 314.9 
176.0 215.7 W.4 
159.0 152.2 227.' 
111.7 2635 826.4 
615.0 1693 454.6 
14l.1 6n.9 1024 

124.2 11'.1 124.9 
1009 611.6 22'.3 
556.1 la9.6 :Ha.6 
11061.9 552.1 2040 
442.6 Zl9. I Zl2.1 
216.4 271.6 1091 
240.0 nos 237'9 

315.3 219.5 ZlO.2 
132.0 169.0 139.1 
150.0 199.1 160.2 
196.3 "9.1 221.6 
1\5.5 119.1 163.9 

1059 la16 156.1 
251.5 755.7 412.5 
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MlY 

27'S.6 
2274 
1124 
1014 
1162 
194.5 
433.9 
440.2 

2436 
1527 
305.6 
319.0 

3765 
1]01 
4646 
1529 
1247 
1659 
443.6 
192.2 
564.3 
195.4 
411.3 

2056 
U54 

451.3 
359.4 
215.4 
733.6 
511.9 

1063 
219.6 
]1'5.9 

1945 
'SI.5 

2059 
942. I 
5'5.1 

1414 
119.3 
134.0 

164.' 
]70.2 
101.5 

1102 
601.] 

544.7 
6n.2 
341.1 
In.o 
62l.2 

267. 
235.5 
511.4 

1519 

1231 
1374 

149.5 
3312 
3802 
9445 

450.3 
719.1 

3071 
Zl9.1 
64l.6 

2521 
2291 
1022 
3567 
1004 

July 

Il.l 
411.6 

117.1 
1012 
130.5 
621.6 
2la.5 
'93.5 

3263 
1407 

190.0 
319.6 

2705 
119.9 

1552 
1306 
n20 
1193 
4eo.9 
In.5 

1605 
512.5 

4075 

12270 
1400 

.lvly 

339 .• 
160.5 

'66.6 
ZJ5.0 

248.' 
231.9 
M.3 

1445 
318.9 
l-'3.9 
l-'6.5 

64'.3 
644.6 
324.0 
661.2 

1258 
II,. 
1675 

159.2 
311.7 

IS63 
111.3 

IUS 
17M 
666.9 

SIp! 

28<1,2 

111.5 

235.7 
3la6 

121.1 
160.2 
60.6 

2744 
967.0 
la1.2 
U5.0 
61S.5 
452.4 
17~.7 

294.9 

Isn 
1327 
1041 

134.6 
3420 

\71.1 
104.9 
709.5 

2503 
604.1 

hpt 

36&.0 167.1 224.0 
339.5 
238.0 

99.5 
133.0 
111.0 

1320 
644.3 
130.6 

2091 1474 
166.1 219.0 

1090 311.1 
359.2 700.7 
465.7 491.9 
4&5.1 142.2 
151.4 511.5 
901.' 2299 

119'S 219.6 
UTJ 412.3 

41'5.5 320.4 
339.7 712.1 
7'1.0 562.5 
165.6 231.' 
623.3 1219 

1612 294.6 
nl.5 111.2 
]44.3 4146 

25" 9014 
561.11 510.6 

1563 
201.2 
274.3 
132.6 
541. I 
411.6 
201.4 
252.6 

25n 
121.4 
454.5 
94.5 

356.0 
nl.9 

n.5 
loaa 
1290 

230.7 

49.2 
262.6 
193.0 
7'9/L7 
143.4 
'22.0 
nC.9 
321.1 
117 .3 
a54.4 
113.6 
32.0 

nS.6 
1147 

176.6 
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EXHIBIT E EXHIBIT F 

STATIC WATER LEVEL MEASUREMENTS BIG BLUE COMPACT 1994 

LEGAL ~e~IIQtj ra~e ~l~-~" ~-Q~-~" 11-1§-~" 

4N-SE 2 aaa OW 91.18 S2.72 S2.35 

4N·SE 2 ebbb OW 16.56 1809 18.71 

4N-SE 3 cd be IW 22.73 26.68 

W 2N 2ElSCAD 1 
4N·SE 4 eaaa OW 12.73 15.79 15.26 

C,..) 

a: 400813097112401 4N-SE 4 bbbe IW 18.00 21.10 
L... 
a:: 0 1314 
::J 0 

4N-SE 7 bbaa IW 83.35 85.68 

lf1 > 4N·SE 9 ebee IW 71.43 i4.10 
(!) 

0 Z 4N·SE 11 ecce OW 23.24 26.38 25.97 
Z 
a: W 4N·SE 11 daea IW 14.90 17.35 
-...J > 

5 1309 0 4N·SE 12 bbba IW 25.15 26.76 
:::t 

I J l J 
CD 

0 /1 , a: 4N·5E 12 eeed OW 11.87 13.26 
-...J II I U~ ~ 

14.40 

W 

II I \ f\ v~ ~v~v~l~ \ V~ I~ \ 
I- 4N·SE 14 abbb IW 10.8S 14.96 

CO W 
w 4N·5E 14 dddd OW 20.17 20.63 21.47 

I- L... 

W 10 1304 4N-5E 22 bcee IW 69.14 12.81 

W 
I \ I\i~ Vrl Vi 'V .... 

L... -l 4N·5E 25 laed IW 1S.58 1S.63 

vi '~V V 
w 

... > 4N--6E 6 ebbb IW S1.90 92.72 

-...J W 
W -...J 4N--6E 8 lebb IW 83.89 S4.74 

> 
W 15 1299 a:: 4N--6E 18 ddcc OW 5.96 6.49 7.74 

-...J W 

1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 I- SN-4E 12 abba IW 16.56 19.00 

e::: a: 
w ::s:: SN-4E 13 badd IW 13.9S 15.50 

I-
a: 5N-4E 15 dbbb IW 15.19 17.85 

::s:: SN-4E 22 decc IW 47.SS 49.39 

~ mile east of the Little Blue River 
SN-4E 23 bIbb IW 11.72 157S 

and about midway between the river 
SN-4E 24 aacd IW 1e.50 19.10 

and the town of Fairbury SN-4E 25 . ddaa IW 48.02 49.70 

SN·SE 7 cadd rw 60.29 62.85 

5N·5E 16 ebba IW 73.49 77.91 

SN·SE 17 Ibbb IW 42.83 48.90 

SN·SE 17 cdaa OW 64.51 8202 89.10 

SN·5E 20 bccd IW 18.91 19.98 

SN·SE 21 ddbb IW 51.19 SS.16 

SN·5E 29 ebbb IW 11.67 14.57 

5N·SE 33 I8dd rw 16.57 1900 

5N·SE 3S Ibbb rw 102.1S 103.70 

IW - IRRIGATION WELL OW. OBSERVATION WELL 
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EXHIBIT G 
EXHIBIT H 

Wells Installed 
11101/68- 12/'31/'9" Wells installed 

BIG BLUE RNE~ BASIN 
WELLS LOCATED IN REGULATORY AREA 

1 U)~/68- 12/'31194 
LITTLE BLUE RIVER BASIN 

WELLS LOCATED IN REGULATORY AKEA 

Reglstrallon 

Complatlon Pumping 

Number Location Dale Depth Capacity (GPM) 
Number Location Dale Depth 

Pumping 
CapaCIty (GPM) 

G-89638 2N-7E-04DD 08-24-84 99 800 

G-3877M 2N-7E-17BB 10·20-88 87 500 

G-50085 4N·5E-01BA 05-26-76 130 800 

G·38314 4N·5E·02DD 01·16-73 188 1,300 

G·72859M 4N-5E-02BB 06-08-80 187 1,500 

G-72860M 4N·5E-02BD 06-08-90 187 1,500 

G-56152 "N·SE-04BB ()4-14-77 91 . 1.000 

G-3"172 "N-5E-1.0AC 05-03-70 111 750 

G-36485 "N-5E-11BC 0:>-28-72 82 750 

G-540'-8 4N-SE-12BA 03-01-76 121 600 

G-47820 "N-SE-12BB 11-01-75 117 1,200 

G-70141 '-N-SE-12BD 0'--25-88 188 700 

G-81769 .-N-SE·13CD ()4-22-9'- 65 250 

G-5'-260 .-N-SE·1.-AA 06-01-7" 70 800 

G·54261 "N-5E-1<iAB 05-02-70 70 800 

G--89619 "N-SE-2"BA 08-16-8-4 "5 500 

G-S'-0'-7 "N-5E-2"BB 03-01·76 8.- 800 

G-7()413M 1N-3E-0"BA 11-15-86 199 210 

G--69689 2N-2E-25AB 12-31-8" 108 500 

G-U015 2N-2E-27DB 07-15-7'- 136 265 

G-51851 2N-2E-27DA 07·77-76 140 500 

G-59"27 2N-2E-26AB 01-30-78 .-0 .-SO 

G-66380 2N-2E-26AC 07-31-77 '-0 175 

G-66381A 2N-2E-26AB ()4.10-81 "0 175 

B 230C ()4-10-81 "2 175 

C 26A8 04-10-81 '-2 175 

0 23DC ()4·1O-a1 '-1 175 

E 26AB ()4·10-81 38 175 

F 26AB ()4-1O-a1 28 175 

G-58158 2N·2E-16AA 09-15-77 28 660 

G·76103M 1N-3E·17CA 09-20-78 229 1S0 

G-76386 2N-2E-26DC 07-12-79 ''0 "80 

G--882"3 5N-5E·20CB 06-23-82 52 1,300 M • MUnlcJpal; not subJec1 to 

G--84213 5N-5E-21DC 07-28-80 99 800 reguladon 

G-59128 5N-5E-29AA ()4-25-77 SO "00 

G-a1085 5N-SE-29BC ()4-2'--78 88 800 

G-a1086 5N-5E-29CB ()4·23-78 80 1,000 

G-50086 5N-5E-33AC 05-26-76 123 800 

G·59727 5N-SE-33CB 0'--19-78 91 1.200 

G·72465 5N-SE-35CC 0'--12-90 20" 800 

G-72756 5N-5E-35DC 02-20-90 27" 800 

G-73992 5N-5E-30AC 06-24-91 92 700 

M. Municipal; not subjec1lo regulation 

I. Industnal; nol subject to regulation 
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EXH I B IT J 

81i Ilu. Rlv.r SUP419. Invutlillion lit!!. It .... Itl .. u "'pe,. 1' ...... ti'.llon 

Cur •• nt ",t •• 1I .. ,,,,r_nll Current "'-ur .......... _nu 

00'""11 r "'111 Or a". 
,-",tr._ Or.,.,. 

OCT. 19· ZO OCT .16 SfPT .Z5 OCT .27 Juwf 17 
OCT .19·20 ocr .16 SE" .n OCT .20·21 JUlIE 16 OCT .24 

OCT.Z4 
19t19 1990 1991 1992 1994 

1919 1990 1991 1992 1994 1994 
1994 

(ch) (efa) (cftl (chI (e'l) (eftl 
(ch) (cta) (cll) (ctl) (eh) (eft) 

I'i II"" ~Iv,r 1.~ .. lin ,"",rtl'l of lint. II .... II ... ,. Z.7 .11 ... GlUth 0' 
O~WI t! In tl'lt Sloll/'l/fl/4 01 12'511'4£ 147 120 ro.5 15) 246 157 

lhundrll In SlIl4SE1/4 of 23'311-1" • 69 51.11 4.76 91.9 174 9S .4 

CIHOI'II, Crul: 1 1\1t" north,.tt ot '1, Sendy Crut 0.1 .It .. 'GlUth of 
o~'W Itt in til, J/loIl/OJlIJ1/" ot 17·5N·~f 0.15 ... _" 0 0.0' 1.9) .!lO 

lIulndrl. In 511145(114 of H']II'I" 13 21.Z 14.5 25.3 ]1.7 22.7 

IUrk.y e,.nl: 1.5 1111 ...... 11 Of II, Sendy Crule 1.2 .11., "'"t 0' 
0.\.11 It in th. SE1"'HIJ1/4 of 1~·5H·4( 18 5.9tl 2.49 11.8 42.6 25. I '_11 In Sf:1I4S1114 of ,,·311'11 30 25.9 10.2 :SO. 6 :so.] 21.0 

rvn.y Crtfl: 0.5 OIIllu loutll 01 lllll •• 1 .... ~I".,. 1.2 .It ... outh.,.u 
O,\.I'! ! in th, SEI/'HIJI/4 of 24'~1/'4E 19 6.96 3.04 19.0 47.2 16 ! of '_11 In SllI4511/4 of 22']11·11 9Z 74.' 24.2 III 221 12S 

rurhy Cruk 1.5 lIIilrt louthtllt of lInl. Sardy Cr"t 2.0 .It ..... t of 
0.101; It in tl'l. lfIoIl/"SIJ1/4 0' 29'511,SE HI 7.n 3.33 19.2 49.4 26.2 '_11 In INt/41111/4 of 19-311'21 0.91 0.47 0.086 2.17 2.13 1.01 

'i; Itut .iv" 2.5 .. II .. louth".t 0' "'"tey Crt.k 2. I .11 .. I'ICW'tll.,.at of 
Ch!witt in tl'l, lfIoI1/4NE1/4 'Of ]3-511'5£ 166 121 11.4 1M 289 222 

ftirbury In S'IIt/U(1/4 0' 33-lIf'21 0.10 0.06 0.209 0.02 .220 

Soap Cruk 1.5 .. llu louthull 0' lIttt •• 1 .... I\".r I.l .fl .. I'ICW'tll.,.tt 
0,\.1; t t in til. S(II4SIJI/4 of 27'511.5E 0.08 0.02 0.255 of ,.Irbury 11'1 W1l41t11/4 of 9-U·a 

.10tl 
102 71.7 n.l 145 210 129 

~d t.lbuttry to til. lig II\.HI Itl .... r tributary to lItth 111.11 11.,11' 
1 Mil. nortll of NOl9 In th. 0.' _lie •• GlUthwelt of fairbury 
W\.l\/~N£'/4 of IO"N'5( 11'1111:114$"114 of 22·2'-21 0.20 0.06 

Snak. Cruk 2 IIIn" norrlltlst 0' little 1I\11t .I".r 0.' .It ••• GlUth of 
NO"9 in tl'l. N1I114lf101l/4 0' 1',1/.5E Fairbury In INI/'1111/4 of 26-a-21 113 10.9 26_3 127 211 III 

li9 II .... _Iv.,. 1 .11 ... It of 'rIWWr Crut 0.' .1 t .. aGlUth.ltt of 
Moag in the 11(1/"1/111/4 of ll-4N-5£ ltll 132 BO.6 1M loa 235 ,.Irbury In 111/'1111/4 of n·21·Zt 0.01 0.006 0.035 c.OS 

Cut;! erul: 2 .lIes IOYth 01 110'9 .... (ruk 4.0 .It ... outll.,.1t of 
.n tl'l. SIJI/4S.,1/4 of 24-'N'5E 1.2 0.258 0.043 0.9l' 3.51 .96 Endicott In 1N1/'1N1/4 0' IZ-'I·Zt t.O 7.M 2.44 6l.1 43.3 ~2.0 

10111. Cruk 1.5 lIil" nortl'l",,! of SIIitll Cruk 0.2 .lte. north.,.1t of 
lutflee In III. l1li1/4$111/, of lO.411'U 0.06 0.039 0.018 0.252 .06 Indlcon In 1N1/4111/4 of 5·t.-3I 0." 0.052 0.024 0.270 0.349 .134 

Unnamed trlbutery to the 'ig 'Iue Itl.,.,. lInl. II ..... ,,,., 0.3 .H •• 'GlUtJI 
0.5 "'it .. nortll""1 of "atric. of Endicott In SI1/UUt/4 of "'I-ll U, Il.l 25.0 23. 294 147 
in tI •• Slil/Hlil/' of 29.4111'6E 0.14 0.093 0.118 0.197 .23 

.ock crule O.l .It" .outhollt of 
Indi"" C'nk at "a!riee in th. Indlcott In Sll/4st1/4 of 4·'.·ll O.lS 0.214 0.05' 0.361 1.29 .420 
Sf 1/4S£'" of 28·4M'6f 1.3 0.490 0.273 0.2ll 6.49 2.00 

Coon crNt 2.6 .1'" nortlweU of 
"9 .t ..... iver at "atrice in St •• le Chy In 1IW11411111' 0' 15-'1-31 1.01 '.0]9 0.873 0.64 .275 
tilt' $\.Il/41N1/4 of l'311-U 197 13' a5 190 314 2U 

llule .1 .... II"., O.S .fl ... GlUtll 0' 
""Ie City 11'1 1III1141N114 0' 10·,.-41 136 94.2 11.6 Z3I 317 1S3 

litHe .1 .... live, 0.6.11 .. .,.It 0' 
Iolltnbtr. In III1'S'II1/4 0' .·IS.·41 Il. It.' 26.' 243 ]7tl '" 
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EXHIs:r K 

REPORT TO BLUE RIVER COMPACT 
May 18, 1995 

Submitted by Mike Onnen, Manager 
Little Blue NRD 

The Little Blue NRD has been involved in several projects of 
interest since the May, 1994 meeting. Activities on our existing 
Groundwater Special Protection Area in the Superior and Hardy 
area have been going well. The districts (Lower Republican NRD 
and LBNRD) have taken over the monitoring responsibilities for 16 
dedicated wells, installed and originally monitored by USGS. 
Data shows that the average of all wells increased slightly from 
9.8 ppm in July 1991 to 10.94 ppm in March 1994. However, aince 
March 1994 the levels have had a consistent decrease to 10.03 ppm 
in Karch 1995. One can hope that the educational efforts and 
emphasis on BMPs has had a positive impact. Monitoring will 
continue and 1996 is the scheduled date for a step up to more 
intensive management in the SPA including 8MPs on all fields. 

A second SPA study was completed in 1994 in the eastern two 
thirds of the Little Blue HRD. The study showed an average of 
5.65 ppm on 284 irrigation wells sampled. Two areas were 
identified as problem areas with average levels over 8 ppm 
consistently. Kineteen samples were analyzed for pesticides with 
3 having low detection of atrazine. Although the Hebraska 
Department of Environmental Quality has announced plans to 
declare an SPA in this eastern two thirds of the district, it is 
the intention of the HRD Board to establish a district-wide 
ground water management area with special activities required in 
problem areas. The activities planned should fulfill the 
requirements of an SPA. 

The district has spent considerable time on development of a 
total ground water management plan for the area. The plan will 
require extensive monitoring of quantity and quality, expanded 
educational components, and action to implement BKPs where 
problems may evolve. ftearly completed, the plan will be 
submitted to the state agencies for review and approval in the 
near future. 

The district is developing a stream sampling program for the 
67,000 acre Little Sandy watershed in the Daykin and Tobias 
areas. This program will assist the NRCS who are doing a total 
resources management plan for the watershed which will include 
structural and non-structural management practices and flood 
control. The district hopes to secure 319 funding from the EPA 
for the sampling. The program will help HRCS determine the 
existing watershed problems and the measures necessary to 
alleviate them. 

34 

Last year, Onnen reported that the district was investigating a 
potential rural water project to serve folks in southern 
Jefferson county, Hebraska and northern Washington County, 
Kansas. Approximately 100 hookup intentions were reported. 
Engineering was completed last Pall and indicated that due to the 
small number of users the costs for water would be fairly high. 
An average water user using 7,000 gallons per month would have to 
pay $70 to $80 per month. We have examined other possibilities 
for reducing costs or adding other communities and users but have 
found little change in the prospects and cost savings. The 
district is DOW making contact to determine the willingness and 
ability of residents to pay the proposed bills. If the­
commitment is there, we will proceed. If not, the project cannot 
move forward. 
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Kansas - Nebraska Big Blue Compact Administration 
Water Quality Committee 

EXHIBIT L REPORT 

Hay 18, 1995 

Since the May, 1994 meeting of the Compact Administration the 
Water Quality Committee and the agencies represented by committee 
~em.bers have been wor~ing to lay the groundwork for the joint 
lnt~r-state water quallty protection effort in the Big Blue River 
BaSln. Much of the work has been and is being accomplished by joint 
wor~ groups made up of Kansas and Nebraska state agricultural and 
envl~on~ental agency technical personnel, university extension 
speclallsts a~d ~epresentati ves of the corn and grain sorghum 
prod,;!cer assoclatlons of the two states. The agricultural and water 
quallty stewa:dship program under development also has the support 
of the baslC producers of triazine herbicides and U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region VII officials. 

To this point, the working relationship between the two states 
and among coo~rators has been excellent. Six joint meetings of 
Kansas and Nebraska cooperators involved with the Blue River Basin 
program took place during the year for the purposes of planning 
~nd/or t~ discuss and develop specific initiatives. Numerous other 
lnteractlons have also occurred as projects began to be developed 
and the sear~h for possible sources of funding has taken place. 
AnO~her positl~e note is that u.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Reglo~ V~l offlcials have signaled both encouragement, flexibility 
and wllllngness to contribute financial support to the proqram. 

A substantial amount of time and energy was devoted during the 
year in development and initiation of the farm producer outreach 
information and education component of the Blue River agriculturai 
stewardship program. This is the important first step of any 
stew~rdship program. Producer education is being done through the 
Comblned. efforts of the Kansas and Nebraska Corn Growers 
Associat-:ons, Kansas and Nebraska Grain Sorghum Producers. 
As~ociatlons, Kansas State University, The University of Nebraska 
(Llncoln), Kansas and Nebraska State cooperative Extension Proqrams 
and the corn and qrain sorghum commodity commissions of the two 
states. The Corn Growers and Grain Sorghum Producers Associations 
not only have been interested and willing partiCipants but have 
a9reed to assume the lead role in educational and training efforts 
wlt~ the other entities mentioned providing personnel and technical 
asslstance and support. 

A triazine herbicide management informational packet was 
developed during fall, 1994 and mailed mid-January, 1995 to the 
home address of each grain sorghum and corn producer in the Big 
Blue Basin. Since some differences exist between fara management 
and cultural practices of Kansas lower reaches and Nebraska 
headwaters farmers, management packets were refined to insure 
gro~ers received information appropriate to their portion of the 
basl~. ,u.S. ~epartment of Agriculture, National Agricultural 
Statlstlcs offl~es of the two states assisted with the mailings to 
pro~ucers. Asslstance was also received from ClBA Corporation, the 
b~SlC ~roducer of atrazine and simazine herbicides, who provided 
flnanclal and qraphics design support. A sample copy of the 
management packet is submitted with this report. 
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KS/HE Big Blue Compact Administration 
May 18, 1995 
Page 2 

The first series of Big Blue Basin farmer educational and 
training seminars were also conducted. These programs were 
sponsored by the Kansas and Nebraska Corn Growers and Grain Sorghum 
Producers Associations and were held during the February 22 - 24 
~9?5 period so as to proceed spring planting time activities. Th~ 
lnltial round of training sessions were held in the Nebraska 
communities of Beatrice, York, Hastings and Aurora and the Kansas 
communi ties of Marysville and Washington. Cooperative Extension 
Service, State Department of Aqriculture and ClBA personnel gave 
presentations and otherwise assisted with these sessions. 

During September, 1994, the Nebraska De~artment of Agriculture 
and Kansas Department of Agriculture submitted a grant proposal to 
US-EPA seeking Environmental Technology Initiative funding 
($180,000) to conduct an "Educational Proqr.lm on BMPs and IMP for 
Growers within the Big Blue River Basin of Nebraska and Kansas " 
State contact persons are Jamie Green, NDA and Dale Lambley, xci. 
On May 15, 1995, EPA asked state contacts if portions of the 
project could be conducted were .onies not available to support 
total funding. Negotiations will occur shortly. 

The effort to develop the water quality monitoring portion of 
the Big Blue Basis project has been lIOving more slowly. Gale 
Hutton, .ember of the Compact Administration's Water Quality 
Committee and a key member of the joint water quality monitoring 
work group representing Nebraska was hired by the US Environmental 
Protection agency to oversee Region VII Water, Wetlands and 
Pesticide proqrams. As an outqrowth of the last elections, a 
second key member, Ron Hammerschmidt of Kansas, has been serving 
as the Acting Director of the Division of Environment, Kansas 
Department of Health , Environment in addition to his regular 
duties. Dale Lembley, Kansas is the third .ember of the monitoring 
qroup. In addition to personnel and workload shi fts , parties 
involved in the stewardship effort also came to recognize that 
collection of current pesticide use and farm management data from 
the basin was of more immediate priority. 

Three efforts are presently under development above and beyond 
producer education programs. These are: 

1) development of a baseline survey to determining pesticides and 
management practices currently used by corn and grain sorghum 
producers in the basin; 

2) completion of plans and implementation of a basic water 
quality monitoring system: and, 

3) analysis of the basin to determine if there are 
groundwater/surface water interchange ares in the basin which would 
require differing BMPs. 
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As an outgrowth of a April 18, 1995 meeting of cooperators of 
both states, Jamie Green, Nebraska Department of Agriculture and 
Dale Lambley, Xansas Department of Agriculture are developing a 
grant proposal to support conduct of a Big Blue Basin pesticide use 
and farm management survey. Thomas G. Franti, Extension Specialist, 
Surface water Management with the Institute of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, Uni versi ty of Nebraska, Lincoln is in the 
process of designing the draft farm survey document. Xansas and 
Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Services are also assisting with 
the effort. Prospects for EPA, Region VII funding of the project 
appear good. Jamie Green and Dale Lambley are also cooperating in 
working to develop and secure grant funding for the analysis of 
groundwater/surface water interchange areas. Moves will be made to 
finalize the water quality monitoring plan and initiate water 
sampling as soon as a new individual is named in Kansas to serve 
as Director of the Division of Environment. Proposals for federal 
grant funding are noraally prepared during July and August, then 
submitted for OCtober 1 initiation of funding. 

The Compact Administration had asked that a letter be prepared 
formally soliciting support of appropriate governmental agency 
heads for the Big Blue Basin agricultural stewardship effort. This 
will be done as soon as position appointments are complete. 
Significant changes in leadership have occurred, particularly in 
Kansas, as a consequence of last fall's elections. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

-:2?~1!~ 
water Quality Committee 
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