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Nebraska 
Natural Resources Commission 
70 Nebraska Resources Development Fund Projects since 1974  

that have received funding from the following sources: 
 

$97.5 million 

$79.0 million 

$69.2 million 

• Nebraska Resources Development 
Fund 

• Small Watersheds Flood Control 
Fund 

• Natural Resources Water Quality 
Fund 

• Water Well Decommissioning Fund 
• Nebraska Soli and Water 

Conservation Fund 
• Interrelated Water Management Plan 

Program Fund 



Annual New Funding for 
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources Funds 



Water Well Decommissioning 
Fund 

• Established in 1994 
• Administered at State level by DNR 
and at the local level by NRDs 
• The State Fund cost shares with the 
decommissioning of abandoned water 
wells 
• Abandoned water wells pose a direct 
threat to groundwater quality and are a 
safety hazard to humans 



$97.5 million 

$79.0 million 

$69.2 million 

Natural Resources Water Quality Fund 

• Created in 2001 to provide State funds 
to NRDs for their water quality programs 
• Fund receives money from the receipt 
of portions of fees levied by Nebraska 
Department of Ag. for pesticide 
registration and applicator licenses 
• NRDs are required to provide a $3 
match for each $2 of State funds 
• DNR Rules and Regulations govern 
administration (50% proportionate 
fertilizer sales, 20% equally, 20% 
groundwater quality management areas, 
and 10% special projects) 



Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation 
Fund 

• Established in 1977 
• Administered at State level by DNR 
and at the local level by NRDs 
• The State Fund provides financial 
assistance for approved conservation 
measures (can’t exceed 75%) 
• DNR determines eligible practices, 
established operating procedures and 
annually allocates the funds to the NRDs 
• Can only be used when available 
Federal funds are fully committed 



Small Watersheds Flood Control 
Fund 

• Established in 1963 as a revolving state 
fund to help local sponsors acquire needed 
land rights (only one in four rights) 
• Minimum of 75% of land in drainage area 
above structure must be adequately treated 
• Within 120 days after acquiring title 
sponsor must prepare conservation plan 
• Sponsor may lease portions of tract 
suitable for agriculture production with 
rental income going to conservation 
practices or returned to Fund   



Small Watersheds Flood Control 
Fund 

• Tracts must be resold within ten years 
first offered to local subdivisions of 
government 
• If no interest is shown it’s then auctioned 
to highest bidder 
• All proceeds from sale are returned to 
Fund 

(continued) 



Small Watersheds Flood Control 
Fund 

(continued) 



Interrelated  
Water Management Plan Program 

Fund 

• Fund was created in 2006 and slated to 
end after FY2015 
• Grant program for NRDs 
• Funds are allocated based on guideline 
adopted by the NRC 
• Funds approved must be supported by 
minimum revenue match (20% total project 
cost) 
• DNR responsible for evaluating requests 



Nebraska Resources Development 
Fund 

71 Nebraska Resources Development Fund Projects since 1974  
that have received funding from the following sources: 

 

Total funding: $251 million 



Considerations and  
Required Findings of Facts 

• Evaluation Standards, Specification and 
Guidelines are adopted by DNR 

• Staff along with personnel from other 
state agencies determine project 
eligibility by reviewing each application 
for economic, environmental, financial 
and technical feasibility  

• Makes Recommendations for approval or 
rejection 

• Makes Recommendations for Type of 
Assistance: Grant; Loan; Combination of 
Each 

DNR - Review RDF Proposal & Application  
 



Considerations and  
Required Findings of Facts 

• Ranks Competing Projects 

• Sets Level of Assistance 

• Priority of Funding 

• Annual Obligation of Funds 

• Adjustments in Apportionments 

• Changes in Project Scope / Costs 

NRC - Review/Ranking/Approval/Cost Share 

(continued) 



Considerations and  
Required Findings of Facts 

• Develop Contract 

• Monitor Project Progress and Perform 

Administration 

• Monitor Completed Projects 

DNR - Administration 

(continued) 



Legislative Appropriations Bill –  
LB 195, 2013 

…”The total amount of funds allocated 
for projects less the amounts obligated 
for such projects shall not exceed 
$18,500,000.”… 
 
Allocation – The tentative total project 
grant, subject to future legislative 
funding. 
 
Obligation – Commitment of actual 
funds already appropriated by the 
legislature. 



Nebraska Resources Development 
Fund 

Fiscal Year Appropriations 



Nebraska Resources Development 
Fund 

It is estimated that approximately $1.41 billion in benefits will accrue from the 
funded NRDF Projects during their project life periods (estimated at the 

minimum 50 years).  These benefits can be separated into three categories: 
 



Annual New Funding for 
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources Funds 

(Not including Water Resources Cash Fund) 



dnr.ne.gov 





Thank You 

Questions ? 
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